
10.00 – 10.30                 Registration/Coffee 

10.30 – 10.35                 Opening address: ILHS President 
                                         Moira Leydon 

 
10.35 – 11.00                 Formal opening of Symposium 
                                         An Taoiseach, Micheál Martin 

 
 

Panel presentations chaired by Dr Niamh Puirséil 

11.0 – 11.30                   Boxing the fox: how Fianna Fáil  
                                         displaced the Labour Party 
                                         Dr Emmet O’Connor,  
                                         Ulster University 

 
11.30 – 11.40                 Discussion 

 

11.40 – 12.10                 Society and politics: ‘marrying’ the  
                                         national and social question 
                                         Dr Sarah­Anne Buckley,  
                                         University of Galway 

 
12.10 – 12.20                 Discussion 

 

12.20 – 13.30                 Lunch

Fianna Fáil and the labour movement – friend or foe?

Panel presentations chaired by Ethel Buckley 

13.30 – 14.00                 Fianna Fáil, trade unions and  
                                         industrial relations  
                                         Dr Padraig Yeates 

 
14.00 – 14.10                 Discussion 

 

14.10­ 14.40                   Fianna Fáil: housing the people –  
                                         the 1930s and beyond 
                                         Dr Peter Connell   

 
14.40 – 14.50                 Discussion 

 

14.50 – 15.15                 Fianna Fáil’s Centenary:  
                                         Legacy and Lessons 
                                         Fintan O’Toole 

 
15.15                                Close of symposium 
 

Irish Labour History Society Symposium  
marking 100 years of Fianna Fáil 

 

Fianna Fáil has been the dominant force in Irish politics and government, 
in power for more than two-thirds of its 100-year history. The Irish Labour 
History Society’s symposium examines the party’s  relations with the labour 
movement and assesses its record regarding the interests of workers – rural 
and urban. 

From its earliest election campaigns, Fianna Fáil included in its programme 
an appeal to workers. In the 1932 general election it promised an end to 
downward wage pressures, an improved standard of living and better 
housing. In the 1948 election, by which time Fianna Fáíl had been in power 
for 16 years, the party listed its achievements for workers, promising them 
to be ‘on your side – always was and always will be’. 

Éamon de Valera claimed that Fianna Fáil ‘might be regarded as a labour 
party’ while Seán Lemass said that it was the real labour party. In 2004, 
marking the tenth  anniversary of his leadership of the party, Bertie Ahern 
called himself a ‘socialist’ Taoiseach. The Labour Party supported Fianna 
Fáil governments from the backbenches in the 1930s, and in the 1940s the 
ITGWU looked to it  to restructure the trade union movement and remove 
the British-based unions. 

Fianna Fáil had many achievements which the labour movement broadly 
welcomed: the establishment of the Labour Court in 1946; the introduction 
of the national pay rounds; free post-primary education in 1966; social 
partnership from 1987. Alongside these achievements, the party is 
associated with a number of severe economic crises and attendant 
negative consequences for workers, undermining trust in politics through 
donation scandals and the persistence of inequality and an intractable 
housing crisis. 

The Symposium evaluates how, on balance, Fianna Fáil in its first 100 years 
aided or hindered the labour movement and the workers which it 
represents and its impact on wider class politics on the island.
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CONTRIBUTORS AND CHAIRS  

Niamh Puirséil is a historian of modern Ireland whose work has focused on 
Irish politics and trade unions. Her most recent book is a history of the Irish 
National Teachers’ Organisation,  Kindling the Flame. 150 years of the INTO 
(Gill Books, 2017). 

Emmet O’Connor lectures at Ulster University and has published widely on 
labour history. His A Labour History of Ireland 1824‐2000 (UCD Press, 2011) is 
a standard work. Among his recent publications is Rotten Prod, the Unlikely 
Career of Dongaree Baird (UCD Press, 2022). 

Sarah­Anne Buckley, an Associate Professor at the University of Galway, is an 
internationally recognised scholar in the field of modern Irish social history. 
Widely published, she was an editor and contributor to Retreat from 
Revolution – Irish Working Class Politics in the 1920s (Umiskin Press, 2024). 

Ethel Buckley, Deputy General Secretary of SIPTU, has union responsibilities 
for organising, campaigning, and education. She has led major campaigns, 
including Stop67, and Justice for Clerys Workers. A former student at UCC, she 
also serves on the ICTU Executive Council. 

Padraig Yeates is a scholar and labour historian. Previously a journalist with 
The Irish Times, he authored works on Dublin and its people during the War 
of Independence and Civil War, and the definitive book on the 1913 turmoil 
Lockout, Dublin 1913 (Gill & Macmillan, 2000). 

Peter Connell completed a PhD in TCD in 2017 on the provision of public 
housing in Irish towns, 1890­1945, with a particular focus on the 1930s building 
programme. He served as a SIPTU shop steward in TCD and member of the 
union’s Education Branch for many years. 

Fintan O’Toole is an award­winning and widely­published writer and 
commentator. A regular Irish Times columnist for over thirty years, he is author 
of more than twenty books, including We Don’t Know Ourselves: A Personal 
History of Ireland Since 1958 (Head of Zeus, 2021). 


