
Donald MacRaild: Acclaimed Labour Historian of the Irish in Britain 
 
Donald McLeod MacRaild, originally from Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, with family roots on the Isle of 
Skye, studied at Liverpool Polytechnic and Sunderland, going on to teach at the universities of 
Sunderland, Northumbria, Ulster, Roehampton, the Victoria University of Wellington and London 
Metropolitan. A labour historian of international standing, his research on Irish Catholic and Protestant 
immigration to Britain yielded books on the Orange Order in Victorian and Edwardian England, Great 
Irish famine and Irish pauperism in nineteenth century Britain. He co-wrote or edited a large number 
of books and an example of his collaborative work, co-written with Jeremy Black, wass the textbook 
Studying History became a staple of undergraduate skills courses.  
 
MacRaild’s article ‘Culture, conflict and labour migration: Victorian Cumbria’s Ulster connection’ was 
published in Saothar 21, 1996, and he was supportive friend of the Irish Labour History Society. He 
died on 26 May, aged sixty. The Society extends its condolences to his family, friends and colleagues 
and recognises the passing of an historian noted, beyond his scholarship for his kindness, candour and 
convivial company. 
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