
 

Paddy Fitzsimons, A Lifelong Socialist Republican 
 
Patrick ‘Paddy’ Fitzsimons was born and grew up in Dominic Street in Dublin’s north inner city in 1943, 
an area then characterised by decaying tenements, poverty, chronic unemployment and mass 
emigration. The atmosphere was one of despair. He began work in the Department of Posts & 
Telegraphs in the Telegraphs Section and remained with the company as it changed from the P&T to 
Telecom Éireann, through privatisation to Eircom before being dismantled by a number of asset-
stripping private owners. He ‘held very strong, but largely unprintable, opinions of these privateers 
and carpet baggers’ and was ‘implacably opposed to the whole concept of privatisation deriving from 
Thatcherism and enthusiastically supported by Fine Gael, Fianna Fáil and the Progressive Democrats’.1 
He regarded privatisation in principle as a ‘robbery by the elite of public wealth’ and ‘as demonstrated 
over the last forty-five years, privatisation just does not work’. For a period, he worked in South Wales 
on contract from Telecom Éireann with British Telecom, the towns and communities familiar to him 
from trips with the Irish Labour History Society (ILHS) to Llafur conferences – Llafur being the Welsh 
Labour History Society. His trip to the coalfield fired his energetic support for mining communities 
during the 1984-1985 Miners’ Strike. 

 

 
 

Fitzsimons was an active and vociferous member of the Irish Post Office Engineering Union (IPOEU), 
later the Communications Union of Ireland before becoming part of the Communications Workers’ 
Union. He was active in the IPOEU No 6 Branch that was prominent in arguing for improved internal 
union democracy and reform. Within his Branch and at Conferences, he defended State ownership, 
argued for improved rights for workers and equality. He missed no opportunity to champion Irish unity 
and international solidarity with those oppressed by imperialism. In 1976-1978, the IPOE engaged in 
a number of national strikes, No 6 Branch a leading supporter of these actions. 
 
As a committed internationalist, in 1983 Fitzsimons was part of the European José Martí Brigade that 
visited and worked in Cuba.2 The insights he gained generated a strong commitment to the defence of 
Cuba not least in the face of the current strangling blockade by the United States. The Workers’ Party 
and Communist Party of Ireland have maintained participation in the regular Martí Brigade work 
parties to Cuba. Fitzsimons was a prominent activist in defence of Vietnam, in opposition to Apartheid 
in South Africa and in condemnation of the Zionist genocide in Palestine and Lebanon. He developed 
an interest in the Irish participation in the International Brigades, attending various commemorations 



 

and events to raise funds for plaques and monuments. His regular presence at commemorative events 
in south Kilkenny was acknowledge by the Inistioge George Brown Memorial Committee and Red Flag 
Festival in Meath.3  
 
A lifelong socialist republican, Fitzsimons joined the Republican Movement in the 1960s, part of a 
younger generation, led by Tomás Mac Giolla and Cathal Goulding, that pulled it back to its republican 
roots of Tone, Connolly and Mellows. For decades, he remained an enthusiastic Workers’ Party activist 
selling papers, canvassing, leafleting, attending public meetings or demonstrations. As he grew older, 
he provided an encouraging leadership to young members assisting in their political formation. A 
ceaseless reader of newspapers, polemical material and literature, Fitzsimons could be a formidable 
opponent in debate and whether in committee room or public hall, he was tenacious defender of his 
position. Socialist Republicanism was part of the Fitzsimons family tradition. An uncle, James ‘Jemmy’ 
Byrne, had been interned in Frongoch after the 1916 Rising having fought with ‘A’ Company, 3rd 
Battalion, Irish Volunteer in Boland’s Mill. Paddy proudly visited Frongoch with the People’s College 
Choir in 2015 bringing some of Byrne’s prison artwork with him.4 Paddy’s father Robert ‘Bobby’ was 
an active Republican and IPOEU member.5 
 
Fitzsimons had a deep interest in Irish culture, literature and song. In the 1960s, he was a member of 
na gCeardchumann, a trade union initiative originating in Cork to promote Irish within the movement 
through Gaeltacht scholarships for members’ children, improved Government support for the 
language and the industrial development of the Gaeltacht comminates. As part of this latter objective, 
Scéim supported self-help co-operatives in Gleann Cholm Cill, Dún nan Gall, and i Ráth Chairn, Contae 
na Mí. He also supported Gluaiseacht Chearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachta (Gaeltacht Civil Rights 
Movement) which campaigned for social, economic and cultural rights for native speakers in Gaeltacht 
districts.6 
 
Fitzsimons loved singing and people loved to hear him sing. He had a good voice and a huge repertoire 
garnered from various genres. He knew many working class songs, Irish and international, with 
particular liking for Dominic Behan. When staying with Hugh Geraghty in Mullaghmore,7 the two 
became much-appreciated members of the Father Michael O’Flanaghan Branch of Comhaltas 
Ceolteorí Éireann in Cliffoney.8 He was active in the Workers’ Music Co-op in the early 1980s, once 
meeting regularly in the IPOEU Club in Capel Street. He always entertained political gatherings and 
regularly sang in the Workers’ Party’s Club Uí Chadhain’ and the Clé Club in Liberty Hall.9 In later years, 
he sang with the People’s College Choir whose Musical Director Paul Walsh paid warm tribute to him.10 
In 1975, on the ILHS trip to the Llafur Conference in Swansea, a small group visited Penrhiwceiber 
Colliery and went below ground. A moving memory for all as they gathered at the coal face some 600 
metres below ground was to hear Fitzsimons approaching through the pitch-dark roadways singing 
Connolly’s ‘Come workers sing a rebel song’, his voice echoing through the cavernous pit.11 
 
Michael McCorry, President Workers’ Party, reflected on Fitzsimons’ impact in a manner that any who 
encountered him would recognise. 

 
‘Paddy was one of those rare people whose presence made a difference the moment he walked 
into a room. Some people fill a room with noise, some with importance, but Paddy filled a room 
with warmth. He had that gift that cannot be taught and cannot be manufactured, the ability to 
make people feel welcome, valued and at ease. His smile, his humour, his stories and his songs had 
a way of bringing people together, and anyone who had the privilege of knowing him was better 
for it.’12 

 
Paddy Fitzsimons died on 25 May 2026. The ILHS sends its deepest sympathy to Paddy’s wife Clare, his 
daughters Niamh, Dearbhaile and Aoibheann and their families. at this particularly sad time. His 
Workers’ Party comrades said ‘his was a life worth living and a life lived with true conviction’.13  
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1 www.facebook.com/workerspartyireland/posts/comrade-paddy-fitzsimons-who-died-earlier-this-week-was-a-
lifelong-socialist-rep/1420123410160819/. 
2 Martí, 1853-1895, was the author ‘Guantanamera’, a patriotic song that expressed love for Cuba and of 
solidarity with the poor people of the world. American folk artist Pete Seeger popularised the song as an 
international expression of solidarity. See Alfred J. López, José Martí: A Revolutionary Life, (University of Texas 
Press, Austin, 2014). 
3 George Brown was born in Inistioge in November 1906 but raised in Manchester to where his parents had 
emigrated. Working as a labourer, he joined the Communist Party of Great Britain after the General Strike of 
1926. He left for Spain in January 1937 and was killed at the Battle of Brunete on 6 July 1937. The Inistioge George 
Brown Memorial Committee has proudly preserved his memory, https://inistioge.ie/community/community-
groups/george-brown-memorial-committee/. 
4 Information from Mick Halpenny, e-mail, 11 June 2026. See Seán O’Mahony, Frongoch: University of Revolution, 
(FDR Teo, Killiney, 1987).  
5 Bobby was famously the star of an ILHS/DCTU weekend trip to Liverpool. On the first morning with the Irish 
tired from an overnight ferry, John Belchem delivered a detailed paper on the Irish and English radicalism. Its 
publication was delayed by Bobby’s question on the role of organised workers, causing an extensive re-write with 
due acknowledgement of Bobby’s intervention. See Andy Shallice & Eric Taplin, ‘The Irish and British labour 
movements: the experience of Dublin and Liverpool’, Saothar 8, 1982, pp. 105-106. 
6 It was also known as Coiste Cearta Síbialta na Gaeilge (Irish Language Civil Rights Committee) 
7 Geraghty, an Amalgamated Engineering Union and TEEU activist became the ICTU CIÉ Group Secretary and ILHS 
President, 2005-2007, Francis Devine, ‘Hugh Geraghty’, Saothar 32, 2007, pp. 79-82. 
8 O’Flanagan, 1876-1942, was a socialist republican, among many other things, and a figure valued by Fitzsimons, 
see Denis Carroll, They Have Fooled You Again: Michael O'Flanagan (1876-1942): Priest, Republican, Social 
Critic, (Columba Press, Dublin, 2016). 
9 Official Sinn Féin (later the Workers Party) operated ‘Club Uí Chadhain’ in the basement of 28 Gardiner Place. 
It was named after the Irish Language writer, scholar and 1940s IRA Volunteer Máirtín Ó Cadhain who died in 
1970. The Club ran film-shows, traditional music nights and social evenings. A police raid in January 1975 resulted 
in Frank Ross (Proinsias De Rossa), the occupier of the premises, being fined £50 for keeping unlicensed alcohol 
for sale. Sam, ‘Defunct Political Drinking  Dens’,  https://comeheretome.com/2018/02/14/defunct -
polit ical-drinking-dens/.  
10 Walsh reflected on ‘so wonderful many memories of his wit and humour and of his travels with us to festivals 
at home and abroad. Paddy enlivened whatever company he was in and was a dedicated and committed member 
who showed great kindness to all who knew him’, https://rip.ie/death-notice/paddy-fitzsimons-dublin-cabra-
631718. 
11 A memory of Francis Devine and Eamon Thornton who were on the trip. 
12 Michael McCorry’s oration at Fitzsimons’ funeral in Glasnevin, 29 May 2026. 
13 www.facebook.com/workerspartyireland/posts/comrade-paddy-fitzsimons-who-died-earlier-this-week-was-
a-lifelong-socialist-rep/1420123410160819/. 
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