David Hughes, Champion of Class and Community

David Hughes was born in Clonsilla on 4 January 1957, one of four children. He became a community
activist at an early age, taking over the Clonsilla Youth Club when only fourteen years of age and
reinvigorating it. A few years later, he joined the Clonsilla Development Association and became Manager
of the St Mochta’s Under-12s football team. He had attended St Mochta’s National School and St Declan’s
College in Cabra. Finishing school when eighteen, he worked in CPl Euromix in Lucan, a cement factory
where his father Christy Hughes also worked. On discovering that his female work colleagues were getting
paid less than the men, he organised his first strike. He was nineteen and won the battle for equal pay
and becoming Shop Steward at CPl Euromix.! The Irish Transport & General Workers’ Union soon
appointed him as Branch Assistant in Dublin No 2 Branch based in Liberty Hall. He was an ardent supporter
of the Dunnes Stores anti-Apartheid strikers in the 1980s and one of the first Irish trade unionists to openly
support LGBT rights.?

In 1985, Hughes was appointed as a Sligo-based Official for the Local Government & Public Services Union,
working all over the West and North West. In 1988, he moved back to Clonsilla to work with the Civil &
Public Services Union before being recruited by IMPACT (Irish Municipal, Public & Civil Trade Union). In
1998, he was employed by the INMO and soon, though not a nurse, he broke the mould and rules had to
be changed so he could becoming the union’s Deputy General Secretary, serving from December 1998 to
October 2023. With Liam Doran as General Secretary, ‘within a year they had made history by taking the
membership — nurse and midwives — out on strike, the first such strike in Ireland, and won increased pay
and improved conditions’.® Under their leadership, INMO membership doubled to over 40,000.

In paying tribute to Hughes, Doran said

‘Dave was everything you could hope for in a friend and a colleague, a guiding light, a gentleman, an
absolute and utter gentleman who touched gently on the souls of everyone he met. He was also the
best trade union intellect in this country of his generation ... The INMO could not have attempted to
do and achieve what it did over those twenty years without the brains and the intellect, the loyalty
and the solidarity that Dave Hughes showed to me ... He was an absolute superstar when it came to
representing workers across this country over decades. There are thousands of people in Ireland today
who have better pay and conditions because of the work, the commitment, the ingenuity, the brains,
the intellect of Dave Hughes [who] was a great believer in delivering public services through public’s
servants who were properly paid.’*

Hughes served on the Executive of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions and the Board of the Health & Safety
Authority. Working alongside him, Shay Cody, former General Secretary, IMPACT/Fdrsa, remembered
him as being

‘a dynamic and enthusiastic trade union official. He was a strategic thinker, able to motivate workplace
representatives and members by force of argument and his engaging personality. He was well capable
of arguing complex cases in third party for a and never shied from arguing his case in trade union
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circles. His wide circle of friends and comrades within the trade union movement during his career
and in retirement reflected his popularity and the respect in which he was held.”

Within his community, Hughes gave great voluntary service to 92.5 Phoenix FM, a voice for Dublin 15. He
was a Chair of the Station and Craol, the Community Radio movement, noted that he lent his skills from
his trade union experience to Craol's advocacy committee over the years.® Those offering condolences
to Hughes and his family further reflected his wide engagement with his community and included the
Clonsilla & Porterstown Heritage Society and his beloved St Mochta’s Football Club.

Family members recalled how Hughes instilled in them ‘a strong work ethic, respect for others and
courtesy’. His daughter Freda said he

‘taught us to treat everyone equally, always reminding us that the people in the lowest paid jobs make
the world go round. He fought for Traveller’s rights, women’s rights and LGBT rights all his life. He
planted trees and did his recycling before it was cool. He always stood up for the underdog and
intervened positively in so many people’s lives locally, nationally and globally. He made workers’ rights
his vocation and actively worked towards a better world for all.”

Hughes retired in 2022 and within weeks was diagnosed with Motor Neuron Disease (MND). As the
disease advanced, he insisted ‘my mind’s just fine, it’'s my body that’s gone’ and he bore the disease
with courage and dignity. In September 2024, he gave his name to a fundraising event for the Irish
Motor Neurone Disease Association. On 28 September, friends and colleagues from the trade union
movement set out from the INMO offices to cycle a loop of a hundred kilometres around County
Meath, a route through Clonsilla. The ‘United for Dave’ cycle organised by the INMO and Forsa raised
€53,494.7

David Hughes died on 1 April 2026. The Irish Labour History Society extends our deepest condolences
to his wife, Angela, and to his children, Irene, Freda and INMO Student Section Chairperson,
Christopher.
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