
 

Jim Lane, born in 1938 on Devonshire Street North, Cork, was a socialist-republican activist. In 
1954, he joined the IRA before leading the Irish Revolutionary Forces (IRF) in the mid-1960s 
producing an influential newsletter An Phoblacht. In 1968, the IRF established Saor Éire and 
its paper People’s Voice. Lane was a central figure in the Cork anti-H-Block movement and 
joined the Irish Republican Socialist Party becoming its national Chair in 1983. He stood 
unsuccessfully as an IRSP candidate in the 1982 General Election. Cork Saor Éire joined the 
Irish Communist Organisation and ran a bookshop at 9 St Nichloas Church Lane. The Cork 
Communist Organisation created the Cork Workers’ Club which published an important series 
of Historical Reprints of Irish socialist classics. In 1978, Lane edited the book The Burning of 
Cork City by British Forces, December 1920 . Lane was a Shop Steward in Cash’s as an Irish 
Union of Distributive Workers & Clerks/Irish Distributive & Allied Trades Union member. He 
was involved with the Unemployed Protest Movement in the late 1950s] and instrumental in 
establishing the Cork Vietnamese Freedom Association in the 1960s. A member of the Cork 
Volunteers’ Pipe Band, he complied a history of the band – 
https://rebelcorksfightingstory.wordpress.com/cork-volunteer-pipe-band/. An interview with 
Lane can be seen at https://theirishrevolution.wordpress.com/2013/08/09/interview-with-
jim-lane-veteran-socialist-republican/  Lane died on 16 February 2026. 
 
The Irish Labour History Society extends its condolences to Lane’s family, particularly his son 
Fintan a former editor of the Society journal Saothar 
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