Gerard Mcintyre, 1948-2025: A Considered & Considerate Comrade

Gerard ‘Gerry’ Mclntyre was born to Patrick (Paddy) and Ellen Mcintyre [née Fox] on 24 October 1948
in Liverpool. Patrick, originally from Monaghan, was a labourer in the Dublin Port & Docks Board and
Ellen was from Sutton, County Dublin. His parents had emigrated from Dublin to Newcastle after the
Second World War to find work. Following the family's return to Baldoyle, McIntyre was enrolled in
the local National School. When the family subsequently moved to Sutton, he attended Scoil Chiardin
and, on reaching his fourteenth birthday, like many working class children, he left school to get a job.

Mclintyre first worked in the laboratory in the Rotunda Hospital before moving to Kelly & Shiels,
assembling fridges and washing machines. He also spent time in the Dublin Port & Docks Board and
then Dublin Corporation. Answering the youthful call for adventure, he and his lifelong friend Thomas
‘Dunner’ Dunne decided to take a break from work and headed off to Denmark. Their sojourn in
Europe lasted all of three days before they were back home in Dublin!

Union Activist

When working for the Corporation at sixteen years of age, Mclntyre joined the Irish Transport &
General Workers’ Union (ITGWU) No. 5 Construction Branch, remaining an active member for the rest
of his life. While working in Tallaght with O’Brien’s, importers and distributors of tools and hardware,
from 1973-1979, he attended many shop steward training courses in the newly formed ITGWU
Education & Training Department based in the Development Services Division premises in
Palmerstown Park, Rathmines. By now, he was a Shop Steward, member of the No 5 Branch Committee
and delegate to the then powerful ITGWU Dublin District Council (DDC) where he developed his public
speaking skills, distinguishing himself by well-researched and closely argued contributions. Such
elected positions were then strongly contested and Mclintyre clearly won the respect of his fellow
members.

Gerry Mcintyre, 1977 Artane election leaflet, and 2025

Many were becoming aware of Mclntyre’s total commitment to trade union organisation and advanced
thinking. His progressive views and tenacious pursuit of improvements for his membership were
reflected in his successful leadership of a claim for a week’s paternity leave, then a groundbreaking
achievement for the building industry and private sector generally. In 1976, as a Dublin No 5 Branch
delegate to Annual Conference, Mcintyre was chosen to move a DDC motion which argued for the
construction of a smelter and State control of our natural resources, central demands of the then



vibrant Resources Protection Campaign. He demonstrated a grasp of international economics as he
concluded his remarks:

‘How ironic it is that Ireland, long a herp of colonised countries because it was the first country this
century to break the grip of an imperial power, should now be giving away our valuable natural
resources to those foreign companies, and particularly to the American multinationals who are
being thrown out of the under-developed countries which they exploited for so long, or are now
remaining there to work under service contracts. Fianna Fdil and the Fine Gael-dominated
Coalition have sold out to the multinationals.’?

In 1978, in a well-constructed presentation MclIntyre again moved a DDC motion that called for a
programme of public works to create much-needed employment. While acknowledging that the trade
union movement accepted the principle that public enterprise was essential for meaningful job
creation, he said ‘it was not enough to pass resolutions to this effect. We must be prepared to fight for
public expansion which means a permanent end to unemployment and stability for the whole working
class’.? As well as calling for reduced working hours, Mcintyre moved a pioneering Dublin No 5 Branch
motion demanding a National Minimum Wage to improve and secure the position of the low-paid. He
cited examples from societies in Europe and North America as well as, of course, the socialist
countries.® Mclntyre constantly strove to inform himself about progressive trade union policy.

ITGWU/SIPTU Official

In 1979, the ITGWU initiated a recruitment programme for a panel of new Trainee Officials. McIntyre’s
Branch Secretary Tom O'Brien encouraged him to apply for a position within the union.* His application
was successful, and he commenced a Training Programme from which he was appointed as Branch
Assistant to Eric Fleming in No 5 Branch and then to Arthur Kelly in No 14 Branch, later SIPTU’s
Electronics & Engineering Branch. Mcintyre became a highly regarded Official, respected and liked by
members and colleagues in equal measure. He would serve alongside Bob Brady, Owen Doyle, Eddie
Higgins, John Kane and Brendan Byrne among many others, all of them seeing him as a diligent, trusted
comrade and friend.’

Approaching SIPTU’s creation in 1990, Gerry worked hard on solving problems in Unidare, supported
by Brendan Byrne and union General President John Carroll on what they termed the ‘Thirty-Nine
Steps’ having identified that number of significant problems. Shop Stewards Des Derwin and Simeon
Starrs were among those who valued Gerry’s listening skills, patience and capacity to gain the trust
and confidence of rank-and-file members who had displayed mistrust in the union. For Gerry, the
slogan ‘The Union Makes Us Strong’ was a truism only if the membership held firmly to collective
values. Gerry contributed to strengthening the union presence in Unidare and other Sections he dealt
with.® In Clonshaugh, he took pride in the tributes an entirely female membership paid to him when
his portfolio was changed. When he took his leave of them, they told him, ‘You treated us as people
and we became trade unionists because of that’. On leaving his role in Unidare, the union members
presented him with a plaque to record the respect in which they held him and his contribution to their
cause.

On first meeting with his new Assistant, Arthur Kelly, upon hearing Mclintyre’s previous employment
record, asked him, ‘Where did you not work?’ Mclntyre remained in the No. 14 Branch from 1979 until
1990. While working in Liberty Hall, he had occasion to visit the 11" Floor where he met Linda Collier
who worked in the union’s Administration & Finance Department. Their relationship took a step
forward at the staff Christmas Party in 1982 and three years later they were married in the Airport
Church.

In 1997, Mclintyre was assigned to Dublin No. 2 (Clerical) Branch under John Kane. It was during his
time that Mcintyre experienced his first onset of illness and ended up as a patient in ICU. Upon his



return from the hospital stay and six months of recovery, he was assigned to work with Eddie Higgins
and Clare Bulman on a Development programme to refocus the union organisation's strategy. He also
worked in the area of organisational development and for the IDEAS Institute, SIPTU’s Institute for the
Development of Employees Advancement Services He became a computer instructor to train union
activists. His illness returned, which led to him having to go on long-term disability at the young age of
fifty-eight.

Political Activist

Mclntyre was politically active from 1966, the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Easter Rising, James Connolly
his inspiration. He had an intense interest in equality, social justice and the right of citizens to have
enough to eat and a roof over their heads. The Amalgamated TGWU Official Des Bonass knew Mclntyre
through the Shop Stewards’ Committee and invited him to come along to a Labour Party meeting at
the ATGWU office in Abbey Street.” Once it became apparent that the Seventies Would Not In Fact Be
Socialist, Mclntyre joined Johnny Gibbons and Kevin McMahon in the Connolly Youth Movement and
Communist Party of Ireland (CPI).2 At Mcintyre’s funeral, former CPl General Secretary Eugene
McCartan reflected on his political activism, his valued presence at the National Executive and his
voracious appetite for reading and absorbing events in world Marxism.® He remained a regular
customer in Connolly Books throughout his life.

In the 1977 General Election, McIntyre contested the Artane constituency for the CPI. His election
leaflet can be viewed on the Irish Election Literature website.l° The leaflet’s opening addressed is
appended below. Under the banner ‘Working People Defend Your Class, Mclntyre espoused the Party
policy to demand economic planning to deliver more jobs, better opportunities for ‘frustrated school
leavers’, price controls, improved wages and social services. He opposed the Common Market — now
the European Union, defended Neutrality and demanded an end to Coalition and the building of an
Independent Labour Movement. He wanted the nationalisation of financial institutions and the full
development under State control of the country’s national resources. His leaflet concluded with the
rallying cry

‘VOTE COMMUNIST FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS!

- the unequal burden of our society must be shifted

- there must be an end to the situation where the brunt of taxation is met by PAYE employees, whilst
big business and big farmers get away light

- equal pay for equal work for men and women

- vastly improved Old Age and other Social Welfare Benefits

- theright of family planning

- strict rent control!

While Mclntyre and the CPI’s manifesto might now be dismissed as ‘of its times’, a contemporary social
audit would demonstrate that most of its content remains to be achieved. It indicated Mclntyre’s
radical thinking and the political courage it took to stand on such a platform at that time. It fell on deaf
ears. Mclntyre polled 272 first preference votes in a constituency dominated by Charles Haughey who
topped the poll with 11,041.1! On a brighter note, Noél Browne, standing as an Independent, was
second elected drawing transfers from everywhere. With Matt Merrigan, Browne formed the Socialist
Labour Party in October 1977.12

Reflecting his interest in and commitment to worker education, Mclntyre took courses with KLEAR
(Kilbarrack Local Education for Adult Renewal), a local educational initiative that has provided
development paths for so many alienated or excluded from standard education programmes,
particularly women. He helped provide adult literacy courses and became Chair of KLEAR for fifteen
years. While teaching literacy students, he was known to read sections of James Joyce's Ulysses and



extracts from Roddy Doyle, both of which he said ‘encapsulated bad spelling’. McIntyre was also
involved with the Northside Partnership, supporting co-operative and partnership developments.

ILHS, Football & Music

Outside the union, Mcintyre was a founding and active member of the Irish Labour History Society
(ILHS). He went on ILHS trips made within Ireland and to South Wales. In the Welsh coalfield, he made
contacts which he strengthened during the 1984-1985 Miners’ Strike, organising workplace collections
and facilitating holidays for miners’ children, activities co-ordinated by Dublin District Council Secretary
John Kane.®* Mclintyre campaigned for the defence of Vietham, Cuba and national liberation struggles
across the globe. He was active in the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement with Kader Asmal and campaigns
for peace, disarmament and Irish unity. He was, throughout his life, one of the bricks in the wall of the
Irish Left. Within weeks of his death, he was marching for Palestine with an unquenchable passion for
justice.

Mclntyre’s private life as husband and father was lovingly attested to by his sons Ronan, Ciaran and
Dara at his funeral, an event he had, typically, meticulously planned. His sons revealed their father’s
passion for football (Everton, Shamrock Rovers and Ireland) and his ten years running underage teams
at the Grange Woodbine Football Club. His other passions were music and reading, his wide tastes
encompassing many genres. The loss of his and Linda’s young son Karl in 1988 remained raw within
the family, a binding strength in a home that was central to Mclintyre’s formation.

Gerry Mclintyre died on 23 October 2025. He could be tough and uncompromising when needed, his
commitment to workers’ interests deriving from his unswerving class perspective. That said, his
manner was non-confrontational, understated, non-personal, attributes that could be disarming to
aggressive employers. He was meticulous in assembling the details of a claim and conscientious in
executing it, involving members throughout the process. He was one of those unheralded, yet vital
activists, a leader of members and remembered in workplaces and community halls for having led the
fight. All this gained him the respect of colleagues and members alike. Beyond that, Gerard Mclntyre
was universally liked, a gentle, noble comrade whose life was dedicated to the advance of his class.'
He was a considered and considerate comrade. He considered all he did and said, measuring things
against his socialist yardstick. He was well-considered by all he worked, campaigned or socialised with.
And he was considerate in all his dealings with others.

Norman Croke & Francis Devine

Gerry Mcintyre’s Election Leaflet, Artane, 1977

Gerry Mclntyre is 28 years of age, was educated and has lived all his life in Donnycarney. Employed in
a tool warehouse where he is the Irish Transport & General Workers’ Union Shop Steward, he is also a
member of the Section and the Branch Committee of Dublin No 5 Branch. As well as being a Trade
Union activist he also takes a great part in local affairs. He is Chairman of the Coolock-Donnycarney
Branch and member of the National Executive Committee of the Communist Party of Ireland.

Dear Elector

I am honoured to have been selected as the Communist Party Candidate for the Artane Constituency,
which takes in the districts of Donnycarney, Kilmore, Killester, Bonnybrook, Beaumont, Whitehall,
Larkhill and Santry. Artane is like most other working class areas in being deprived of necessary
facilities. It has all the problems of inadequate housing, insufficient educational and health facilities,
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large scale unemployment and very little recreational facilities. There is very little proper recreational
amenities.

There is very little in the way of proper recreational amenities in the area apart from ‘Bingo’ and
‘Belton’s public houses'.

In the sphere of housing, as you know, the newer estates were built as quickly as possible without
proper planning and families were rushed in before roads, shops and other basic needs were provided.
In the field of education there is a need for pre-school centres. If elected. | would fight for such as well
as the provision of Comprehensive Schools under democratic control in the districts.

Community Centres should be built to meet the recreational and cultural needs of all age groups. As
an immediate measure the Killester and Whitehall cinemas should be converted into such. There is a
real need for more public libraries and reading rooms. Our young people are entitled to be given the
opportunities to become responsible citizens of the future by the provision of playing fields and play-
centres for the children.

If you elect me, | will fight for both the very important local issues and the national election programme
of our Party. It is on that basis that | ask for your No 1 vote on Polling Day. The time has come for a
genuine militant working class voice in this constituency.
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