Contents

Poem
Of Saturdays Made Holy. In Memory of Mary McPartlan,
folk singer and trade union activist

Editorial
Editorial

Eagarthocal
Secretary’s Report: Irish Labour History Society 2024

Anniversary Reflections
Saothar: Fifty years of publishing on Labour History

Delivering a Usable Past: A 21*' Century Agenda
for the Society and Saothar

Articles

Irish Housewives: everyday experiences, unpaid domestic work and
intergenerational women’s activism, c. 1968-1975

James Connolly and the British Army
Factory City: Oral histories of Dublin’s rag trade

The POWU women telephonists’ fight for equal pay,
1975-79: an activist remembers

Get back in your Ranks - twenty thunderous days in the saga
of the Ranks Mill occupation, Dublin, February 1983

Repaying the Historic Debt: Ireland and the
British Miners’ Strike, 1984-1985

Experiences of a lifetime: tales from Bray’s textile factory
The Dunnes Stores Anti-Apartheid Strike

Gendering the Economy: experiencing the male breadwinner
model in early twentieth-century Ireland

Activists and Allies: Irish Trade Unions and
the fight for LGBT rights

Social Agitation in 1960s Dublin:
The Dublin Housing Action Committee

Women and Girls in Jacob’s Biscuit Factory, c¢. 1911-1977

“The lack of any interest in the national question’? The Socialist
Workers Movement and the early years of the Northern conflict

“You didn’t see it, but you could hear the echoes and the sounds’:
sensory perceptions of conflict in West Belfast

““[W]e will bring you to a nicer place to work with
more money”: a reflection on work in Irish institutions’

Michael D. Higgins

Joan Allan

Emmet O’Connor

Caitriona Beaumont

Shay Cody
Z0é Coleman

Margaret De Courcey

Des Derwin

Francis Devine

Kieran Devenish
Padraig Durnin

Lindsey Earner-Byrne

Orla Egan

Sean Fenton

Deirdre Foley

Brian Hanley

Roisin Higgins

Carole Holohan

13
20

31

41
45
59

71

83

99
111
123

133

143

155
170

182

190



Soldiering, Salaries and Guerrilla Warfare in 1970s Ulster

“Sold for less than nothing”: Thomas Johnson and the
Irish Boundary Commission

‘Get off our backs, Get off our tracks’: Trade Unions,
the Peace Train, and Pressure from below for Peace in Ireland

The Irish Left Archive

Letters to the editors
Preserve the Record
Response to Mike Milotte’s article in Saothar 49

Labour Lives

Labour lives from Dictionary of Irish Biography
Nell McCafferty

Mai Clifford

Obituaries

Michael ‘Mick’ Brennan
Kieran Jack McGinley
Séamus Rodgers
Pddraig O Snodaigh

Essays in Review

Patrick Joyce: Remembering Peasants:
A Personal History of a Vanished World

Héléne O’Keeffe, John Crowley, Donal O Drisceoil, John
Borgonovo and Mike Murphy: Atlas of the Irish Civil War

Book reviews

Aidan Beatty, The Party is Always Right: The Untold Story of
Gerry Healy and British Trotskyism (Pluto, 2024)

Ronan Mac Con lomaire, An Ghluaiseacht: Scéal Chearta Sibhialta
na Gaeltachta, C16 lar-Chonnacht, 446 pp

Maurice J. Casey, Hotel Lux: An intimate history of Communism s
forgotten radicals (Footnote Press, 2024)

Martin Doyle, Dirty Linen: The Troubles in My Home Place (1AP, 2024)

John Faulkner, Storm in my Heart: A Lifetime in Music
(Dublin: Liffey Press, 2024), 320 pp

Diarmaid Ferriter, The Revelation of Ireland (Profile 2024)

Oisin Gilmore and David Landy (Eds), Fragments of Victory:
The Contemporary Irish Left (Pluto, 2025)

SAOTHAR 50

Laurence Marley

Cormac Moore

Stephen Hopkins and
Connal Parr

Ciaran Swan, and
Aonghus Storey

Charles Callan
Emmet O’Connor

Terry Clavin
Mary McAuliffe
Fergus Whelan

Francis Devine
Francis Devine
Francis Devine
Aindrias O Cathasaigh

Terry Dunne

Mary N. Harris

Norma Prendiville
Emmett Farrell
Averill Earls
Padraig Yeates

John G. Cunningham
Leo Keohane

John Cunningham

202
215

223

233

240
242

245
248
251

254
260
266
270

273

277

281

282

284

286

288
289
291



CONTENTS

Joachin C. Héberlin, Beauty is in the Street: Protest and
Counterculture in Post-War Europe (Penguin 2024)

Bob Quinn, Count Me Out: Selected Writings of Filmmaker Bob
Quinn (Toner Quinn, ed., Dublin: Boluisce Press, 2024), 223 pp

Stan Erraught, Rebel Notes: Popular Music and Conflict in Ireland,
(Beyond the Pale Books: Belfast, 2025), 216 pp

Adrian Kane, Trade Unions (Cork UP, 2023)
Leeann Lane, Mary MacSwiney (Dublin, UCD Press, 2025), 318 pp

M¢éabh Ni Fhuarthéin, Heading to the Fleadh: Festival, cultural
revival and Irish traditional music 1951-1969 (Cork UP, 2024)

Patsy McGarry, Well, Holy God: My Life as an Irish, Catholic,
Agnostic Correspondent (1AP, 2024)

Jennifer Redmond and Mary McAuliffe (Eds), The politics of
gender and sexuality in modern Ireland: A Reader
Four Courts, 2024)

Louise Ryan, Grainne McPolin, and Neha Doshi, /rish Nurses
in the NHS: An oral history (Four Courts, 2025)

Helena Sheehan, Until We Fall: Long Distance Life on the Left (2024)

Notes on Contributors

Gerard Madden

James C. Harrold

Kerron O Luain

Tom Dooley
Sonja Tiernan

Brid Dooley

Martin Conneely

Sarah-Anne Buckley

Caroline Gourley

Susan P. Murphy

293

294

296

298
300
302

303

305

306

307

310





