Death of Jim Cooke

Historian, Trade Unionist, Scholar

Jim Cooke died in St James Hospital, Dublin, on 1 February 2025. A native of Kilmacow, Co Kilkenny, he
spent most of his working life teaching in Dublin’s Ringsend Technical Institute. Both Jim and his late wife
Nuala were stalwart members of the Teachers’ Union of Ireland.

Jim’s writing and research ranged far and wide, resulting in the publication of more than a dozen books.
He was a member of the Irish Labour History Society with a particular expertise in local and education
studies. Jim assisted the Society on a number of occasions when we got enqueries from researchers of an
educational based nature.

Commissioned to write the centenary History of the Irish Vocational Education Association 1902-2002, his
other works in this area included a history of Dublin’s Municipal School of Music. He authored a history of
Sandymount, Irishtown, Ringsend, and also an account of the attempt to establish Ireland’s first multide-
nominational primary school at Marley Grange. The Woodfield Press and RTE published his anthology
Charles Dickens’s Ireland in 1999.

His last published book, launched in late 2023, was Teaching Awards in the National Education System
and their Recipients 1843-2023. It was characteristic of the man that he brought this work to fruition de-
spite the challenge of illness in the past couple of years.

Jim Cooke will be missed among educators and historians to whom he leaves a legacy of publication but
particularly by his children Sophie, Alison, Aoife and Aengus, by his grandchildren, sister, brother and wid-
er family.



