
 

 

The Attempt to Smash 
The Irish Transport and General Workers Union 

Who’s Who in Larkin v Executive I.T.G.W.U. (1922-1924) 
 

(1) Bohan, John   (27) Larkin, Delia 
(2) Brohoon, Michael  (28) Lawlor, John 
(3) Clancy, Daniel  (29) Lennon, Patrick 
(4) Connolly, James  (30) Lehane, Con 
(5) Connolly, Nora  (31) Lynch, Alderman John 
(6) Connolly, Michael  (32) Lynch, Gilbert 
(7) Courtney, Daniel  (33) Mac Alpine, Eamonn 
(8) Cunningham, Michael  (34) McCarthy, Michael 
(9) Daly, P.T.    (35) Mac Partlin, Thomas 
(10) Donnelly, J.E.C.  (36) McGrath, Joseph 
(11) Doyle, Thomas  (37) McKeon, Michael 
(12) Duffy, Senator Michael (38) Metcalfe, Joseph 
(13) Fairclough, William (39) Mortished, R.J.P. 
(14) Farren, Thomas  (40) Mullen, Michael 
(15) Foran, Thomas  (41) O’Brien, William 
(16) Gaffney, Patrick  (42) O’Kelly, Joseph 
(17) Haywood, William D. (43) O’Kelly, Patrick 
(18) Heron, Archie  (44) O’Neill, John 
(19) Hill, Michael  (45) O’Shannon, Cathal 
(20) Hishon, William O’Brien (46) O’Shea, John 
(21) Hughes, James J.  (47) Partridge, W.P. 
(22) Johnson, Thomas  (48) Quinlan, Patrick L. 
(23) Kelly, Joseph  (49) Ryan, Thomas 
(24) Kennedy, Thomas  (50) Sheppard, Michael 
(25) King, Ciaran  (51) Smyth, James 
(26) Larkin, Peter  (52) Stafford, Patrick 

  
 
(1) Bohan, John 
Secretary, Dublin No.3 Branch since establishment of Union. Prior to that was 
a carter. Member, Dublin Corporation. Interned in Ballykinlar from December 
1920 to December 1921. In report of delegate meeting held in 1915 is given as 
one of Executive elected. Was succeeded as member of Executive in January 
1918 by Thomas Kennedy. Is strong supporter of Larkin. 
 
(2) Brohoon, Michael 
Inspector, Health Insurance Department of Union since 1912. Member, Dublin 
Corporation since 1913. Member of Union since its establishment. Member of 
Dublin No1 Branch for many years up to a few years ago. 
 
(3) Clancy, Daniel 
Member of Executive Council since January 1923. Works in a Limerick flour 
mill 

Who’s Who in Larkin v Executive 
I.T.G.W.U.  
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(4) Connolly, James 
Was active in Socialist movement in Dublin from 1896-1903 in which year he 
emigrated to U.S.A. He returned in 1910, arriving while Larkin was in prison, 
and took active part in agitation for Larkin’s release. He went to live in Belfast 
in 1911, and shortly afterwards was appointed Belfast Branch Secretary, and 
Ulster District Organiser of the I.T. & G.W.U. during Larkin’s absence in 1913 
strike he acted as General Secretary, and again took up that position following 
Larkin’s departure for U.S.A. in October 1914. 
 
(5) Connolly, Nora (Mrs O’Brien) 
Daughter of James Connolly. Was employee of union at head office from 1918 
up to her marriage about two years ago. Present at members meeting in 
Mansion House, June 1919 and made a statement regarding her visit to her 
father a few hours before his execution, in which he denounced P.T. Daly. 
 
(6) Connolly, Michael   
Pensioned ex-employee of Port & Docks Board, father of the late Sean 
Connolly, an officer of Citizen Army who was killed in action 1916 
insurrection. In 1919 Connolly, together with J. Doyle and D. Courtney wrote 
to the Dublin Press criticising the manner in which an election for Branch 
officers (in which they were candidates) had been conducted. The Branch 
Committee ordered the three of them to attend its next meeting, and on their 
refusing to appear directed the Branch Secretary to refuse to accept their 
contributions until they complied with the order. This had the effect of putting 
them out of benefit, and was tantamount to expulsion after the lapse of a certain 
time. The 1918 rules did not give a Branch Committee power to expel 
members, and so the three members aggrieved sought and obtained a 
declaration from the courts they had been wrongfully excluded from 
membership, and were restored to membership with costs against the Executive 
Council. Has been active against the Executive Committee for many years. 
 
(7) Courtney, Daniel  
A casual docker. For particulars see Connolly, Michael, and Doyle, Thomas 
 
(8) Cunningham, Michael 
Trustee of union up to adoption of 1918 rules. Has been an employee of Health 
Insurance Department for many years 
 
(9) Daly, P.T. 
Printer by trade. Appointed organiser I.T. & G. W. U. in 1910 during Larkin’s 
imprisonment and again from middle of 1911. Appointed acting Secretary of 
National Health Insurance Department by Larkin on his going to USA. In 1919 
he was not elected to this position at a meeting of delegates which appointed 
Foran instead to the position without a salary. Member of Dublin Corporation. 
Secretary Irish Labour Party 1910-1918 when he was defeated by William 
O’Brien. At one time had high office in Brotherhood, and in that capacity 
visited USA a couple of times, but in 1910 was expelled from the organisation 
for embezzlement of funds. Interned 1916 for eight months. 

(10) Donnelly, J.E.C. 
Printer. Many years in U.S.A. associated there with James Connolly and 
published his paper “The Harp”. Larkin was ill and in need of funds and asking 
that $200 be cabled. Decided that £20 be sent. 
 
(11) Doyle, Thomas 
A wine porter. For particulars see Connolly, Michael and Courtney, Daniel 
with whom he took an action against the union in 1919 to prevent him been 
excluded from membership. On advice of Mr Wylie (Kings Council) that our 
procedure was defective, the union allowed judgement to go by default. 
 
(12) Duffy, Senator Michael 
Member of Executive Council. Formerly farm labourer and road worker. 
Elected to Senate December 1922. 
 
(13) Fairclough, William  
Docker, one of Trustees up to end of 1918. Member of union since its 
establishment. 
 
(14) Farren, Thomas 
Senator. Member Dublin Corporation. Secretary Dublin Workers Council. 
Member National Executive Irish Labour Party. President Irish Trade Union 
Congress 1920. Prior to 1918 was General Secretary Stonecutters Union of 
Ireland which merged into I.T & G.W.U. and Farren became an organiser of 
same to 1922. Was Treasurer Dublin Lock-Out Committee 1913 President 
Dublin Trades Council 1915. Treasure Dublin Labour Party 1911 to 1918, and 
as such received on several occasions from the I.T. & G.W.U. sums of money 
to run Labour candidates for the Dublin Corporation in 1912-1913-1914-1915 
and for the Poor Law Boards in 1914. 
 
(15) Foran, Thomas   
General President of union and President of Dublin No 1 Branch from 
formation of Union. Formerly employed as warehouseman. Joined N.U.D.L. in 
1907 and was one of the founders of the I.T. & G.W.U. Up to 1913 was an 
ordinary working member, but from that year has been a full-time officer. 
Owing to bad financial position of union his wages were paid from National 
Health Insurance funds up to 1915. During 1913 Lock-Out he co-operated with 
John O’Neill Secretary Dublin No 1 Branch, in paying the very large amount 
disbursed during that six months dispute. After Easter week 1916, he was 
imprisoned for about seven weeks, and on his release from Knutsford Prison in 
June, he took charge of union as chief official. From1916 he has been a 
member of the National Executive of the Irish Labour Party, and was President 
of the Irish Trade Union Congress in 1921. In 1918 he was elected President of 
the Dublin Trades Council defeating P.T. Daly for the position. In June 1919 he 
was appointed acting Secretary (without salary) of the National Health 
Insurance section, a position to which P.T. Daly had been appointed by Larkin 
in 1914? This position ceased to exist in 1920 owing to a change in the 
National Health Insurance rules. 
 



(16) Gaffney, Patrick  
Member of Executive Council since 1920. Formerly flour mill worker. Fought 
with I.R.A. and sentenced to ten years penal servitude. Released January 1922. 
Took anti-treaty side. Elected Labour member of Dail June 1922, but refused 
to take oath in December. Stood as Independent candidate in 1923 and was 
defeated. Has been “on the run” since May 1923 and has not attended 
Executive Council meetings since. Executive Council does not know his 
present whereabouts. 
 
(17) Haywood, William. D. 
Connected with the American I.W.W. (Industrial Workers of the World) 
movement, for the past 20 years. Visited Europe in 1913, and came to Dublin 
during Lock-Out. Also spoke at many meetings in Britain with Larkin in same 
period. Urged Larkin in November 1913 to tour U.S.A. Larkin told Connolly 
in June 1914 that he “was in correspondence with Haywood about a tour” 
 
(18) Heron, Archie 
Editor of “Voice of Labour” since 1922. Organiser of union from early in 1919 
to 1921. Native of Portadown. Associated with Connolly in Belfast 1911/1914. 
Married a daughter of Connolly’s in 1920. Candidate for North Mayo 1923 
General Election, and for County Dublin Bye Election in 1924  
 
(19) Hill, Michael 
Member Executive Council since 1920. Formerly bread van driver. Now 
insurance agent in Cork City. 
 
(20) Hishon, William O’Brien 
An accountant connected with union in early days. Has been helping Larkin 
with his case since the latter’s return from America. Is believed to have been in 
correspondence with Larkin before his return. Usually audits accounts of 
Dublin’s No 3 Branch. Audited accounts of union in early years. Was 
employed in post office in South Africa, and retired on small pension about 15 
years ago, when he started as accountant. Is Secretary and a directed of 
Hopkins & Hopkins. Has farm in Co Limerick. Was recently struck off list of 
those entitled to audit accounts of Friendly Society’s because of suspected 
complicity with irregular movement. Was severely cautioned some years ago 
by Judge Dodd for his method of preparing a return for the Income Tax 
Department. Recently has been before the Master of the Rolls for failing to 
lodge in court certain monies held by him (Hishon) the property of the Sinn 
Fein Bank, the affairs of which he was appointed to wind up. 
 
(21) Hughes, James J 
Was a frequent contributor to “Irish Worker” in 1912/1914.  Active in Irish 
Volunteer Movement 1913/1916. Sentenced to ten years for participation in 
1916 Insurrection released in June 1917. Employed as clerk in head office 
October 1917, and appointed an assistant Secretary in March 1919. Left 
employment of union July 1921.  Was first member of head office staff when 
union began to grow after disorganisation of 1916, and was head of head office 
staff 1917 to 1921. Occupied very responsible and confidential position. Acted 

as Secretary to Executive from 1918 to 1920 when it was decided no non 
members of Executive Council should be present at meetings. The minutes of 
Executive Council from 1918 to 1920 are in his handwriting. He resented this 
change and also a decision of Executive Council to appoint an office manager, 
and left on unfriendly terms with Executive Council. After leaving union, was 
employed for short period in Co-Operative Clothing Company, Abbey Street. 
From early in 1922 he was engaged in propaganda work for the Free State 
Government and is now General Secretary, Cumann Na Gael. Although not 
friendly to Executive Council it is understood he is very hostile to Larkin.  
 
(22) Johnson, Thomas T.D. 
Formerly traveller. Secretary Irish Labour Party. Native of Liverpool. Resident 
in Ireland over thirty years since eighteen years old. Lived in Belfast many 
years up to 1918, when he was dismissed from his employment because he 
spoke at an anti-conscription meeting. Active in Labour and co-operative 
movements over 20 years. Member Executive Irish Labour Party since 1913. 
Took part in negotiations on behalf of Dublin workers during 1913 Lock-Out. 
Came to Dublin interviewed Major Price, and got back books of union after 
1916 insurrection. His was the first house visited by Larkin on his arrival to 
organise Belfast docks in January 1907, as Larkin had slight acquaintance with 
Johnson in Liverpool 
 
(23) Kelly, Joseph   
Trustee up to 1915 when appointed General Treasurer. Resigned that post in 
December 1918 when new rules made that position a full time one. Member 
since formation of union. Strong opponent of Larkin. Does small coal trade. 
Supplies coal Liberty Hall and head office. Is active with Brass Band connected 
with No 1 Branch, and was largely responsible for preventing band going out 
for Larkin 
                      
(24) Kennedy, Thomas 
Leather trunk maker by trade. Member of union since 1913. Member of 
Executive Council since 1918. Member of Dublin Corporation since January 
1920. Acted for William O’Brien as General Treasurer while the latter was a 
member of the Dail in 1922/23. Elected vice-chairman of the Irish Labour Party 
in 1923. Worked in Scotland in 1905/1909 and met Larkin there when he was 
organising for the N.U.D.L. Member of Finance Committee and Resident 
Executive. 
 
(25) King, Ciaran  
Employed as clerk in head office from 1912 to June 1923. Formerly employed 
as clerk, and for some time as acting General Secretary, of the Irish Automobile 
Drivers Union, which was dissolved in 1922, been then in a bankrupt condition. 
The I.T. & G.W.U. took over its members (a couple of hundred) and bought the 
unions furniture and fittings at a price that enabled all its debts to be paid. 
When Larkin took possession of head office, King (with O’Shea) worked with 
him, and when the Executive Council resumed possession, the rest of the staff 
refused to work with him and he was dismissed. He refused to accept dismissal 



and remained working in Larkin’s room up to November 2nd 1923, when he 
was ejected from the premises. (See O’Shea John)                    
 
(26) Larkin, Peter 
Brother of James. Acted as organiser occasionally for union been appointed 
by his brother to do occasional organising work. Was sailor on Atlantic Liners 
during 1915 and imprisoned that year for sailing under a false name. Went to 
Australia, and there sentenced to term of penal servitude for I.W.W. agitation. 
Released in 1922, and returned to Ireland, going to U.S.A. afterwards. 
 
(27) Larkin, Delia (Mrs Colgan)       
Sister of Larkin. Opened hotel in Rostrevor after Belfast strike of 1907. 
Appointed by Larkin Secretary of Irish Women’s Workers Union which 
Larkin formed in 1911. Larkin stated publically that she received no wage for 
this, but she drew a wage from the Health Insurance Department without 
rendering any service. She kept accounts of “Irish Worker” paper and no 
balance sheet of same were ever issued. She also controlled finances of 
Croydon Park where she lived rent free and the union never got any statement 
of same, although the union paid rent and other heavy expenses. She toured 
Great Britain with Liberty Hall players in 1914 in aid of victims of 1913 Lock
-Out, but did not hand over any funds on account of same. Like Larkin 
himself she was very difficult to get on with, and there was constant friction 
between herself and the No 1 Branch Committee and it was as a result of this 
that Larkin tendered his resignation in June 1914. After Larkin’s departure, 
this friction continued and as a result she left Ireland in 1915 announcing that 
she would return when her brother came back. She and her friends attacked 
Connolly and the Branch Committee very bitterly. Daly brought her back in 
July 1918 and gave her a nominal post in the Health Insurance Department. 
When Daly failed to get re-elected as Acting Secretary in June 1919 she 
declared a strike in the department, but out of a staff of about fifteen only two 
came out with herself.  
 
(28) Lawlor, John 
Car driver and owner. Was President Dublin Trades Council in 1916, and in 
that capacity accompanied Thomas Johnson to Dublin Castle after 1916 
insurrection, when some of the records of the union were handed over by 
Major Price. Member, Dublin Corporation. Is actively associated with Larkin. 
 
(29) Lennon, Patrick 
Ex-Sergeant, R.I.C., dismissed on fraud being discovered of getting another to 
pass examination for “P” list for him. Has been active for many years in union 
with Mullen and others against the Executive. 
 
(30) Lehane, Con   
A native of Cork. Active in socialist movement in Cork City 1898 to 1901, 
when he was forced to leave Ireland because of hostility of Bishop 
O’Callaghan. Lived in London 1901 to 1914 when he went to U.S.A. which 
he had previously visited. An exceptionally able brilliant man and was in turn, 
clerk, teacher, organiser, editor, private secretary, manager, promoting 

specialist, etc. etc. Friend of Connolly’s and O’Brien from 1898 and 
corresponded with latter up to his death in U.S.A. in 1919. Requested by Larkin 
in letter dated July 1st 1914 to act as his lecture agent. See letters to O’Brien to 
Lehane and reply 1915.  
 
(31) Lynch, John Alderman 
Branch Secretary Sligo. Active in the union since its establishment in Sligo in 
1912. Is strong supporter of Larkin, and very hostile to Executive Council. For 
years he has refused as Branch Secretary to conform to the rules and remit his 
cash to head office. Was a member of Executive Council to end of 1918, when 
new rules made him ineligible to sit on Executive Council, he been a full time 
official. Member of Sligo Corporation, Harbour Board, Poor Law Board, and 
County Council. An unsuccessful Labour candidate at recent General Election. 
He has been active in the Sinn Fein movement, and was twice imprisoned, and 
is recently released. 
 
(32) Lynch, Gilbert 
Lived in Stockport (Manchester) up to 1920? When he came to Ireland and was 
sent to Galway, from which he was driven by the Black & Tans, been fortunate 
in escaping with his life. Later was employed as Branch Secretary of Dundalk 
and as temporary organiser. For a year or so has been engaged on special work 
checking branch returns, investigating branch irregularities and re-organising 
branches which have not been working satisfactorily. Is at present investigating 
affairs of Sligo Branch. He acted as election agent for William O’Brien at a 
Parliamentary Bye Election in Stockport in March 1920, when O’Brien was a 
prisoner on hunger strike in Wormwood Scrubbs prison. Larkin alleges this is 
why Lynch got employment in the union. 
 
(33) Mac Alpine, Eamonn 
Associated with Larkin in America where he was sub-editor of a socialist 
paper. Came to Ireland in September 1919 as “Larkin’s Ambassador” bringing 
a letter from Larkin to Foran, ordering that P.T. Daly, Delia Larkin, and the two 
other clerks who had left the Health Insurance Department should be reinstated 
and that he (Larkin) would investigate and settle the trouble in the Health 
Insurance Department on his return to Ireland. The letter referred to above is 
amongst those disclosed by us. Endeavoured to work up a general strike to 
demand that the American government should give Larkin   passports to return 
to Ireland, but this proved a damp squib. Is now working on the London press. 
 
(34) McCarthy, Michael 
Carter. Joined N.U.D.L. immediately on establishment in Dublin in 1907 and 
was one of the founders of the I.T.G.W.U. in 1909, and has been continuously 
a member and was on No 1 Branch Committee in 1914 when Larkin left for the 
U.S.A. Member of the Executive Council since January 1919 and of finance 
Committee and resident Executive. 
 
35) Mac Partlin, Thomas 
A carpenter by trade. Took prominent position in Labour movement for about 
18 years. President Dublin Trades Council 1913, and chairman 1913 Lock-Out 



Committee. President, Irish Trade Union Congress 1917. Member National 
Executive Irish Labour Party 1912-1922. Selected Senator 1922. Died in 1923. 
                                        
(36) McGrath, Joseph T.D. 
Employed in Health Insurance Department of union from 1912 to 1914, and 
then left owing to muddle and mismanagement of department under Larkin. 
Employed in Craig Gardiners 1914 to 1916. Acted as one of Auditors of union 
on one or two occasions. In 1916 appointed manager Health Insurance 
Department. Imprisoned several times between 1918 and 1921. Minister of 
Labour January to September 1922, and Minister of Industry & Commerce 
since September 1922. 
 
(37) McKeon, Michael       
Connected with National Union of Dockers for a long number of years, and 
left that union when I.T.G.W.U. was formed. Was first Belfast Secretary of 
latter and organiser 1912-1913. During 1913 Lock-Out and for some months 
of 1914, had charge of Larkin’s correspondence. Was peremptorily dismissed 
by Larkin in 1914 for making some reflection on Daly’s character. Was for 
many years active in Irish National League and was long a nationalist member 
of the Belfast Corporation.                                         
                          
(38) Metcalfe, Joseph                                       
Organiser I.T.G.W.U. Was Assistant Secretary Dublin No. 1 Branch for a 
number of years. One of three Trustees of union up to December 1918 when 
change of rules made full Executive Council member. Member of Bray Urban 
District Council, where he resides.  
                              
(39) Mortished, R.J.P. 
Chief Assistant to Mr Thomas Johnson T.D. in office of Irish Labour Party 
since end of 1922. Formerly a Civil Servant. Joint Secretary of committee 
which drafted Free State Constitution. Born in London, both parents Irish. 
Resident in Dublin since 1909 with exception of two years. Active in Irish 
labour movement since 1909. Censured twice and deprived of two annual 
increments for identifying himself with labour movement. Contributor to 
“Irish Worker” 1911-1914 while Larkin was editor. Well known writer and 
lecturer on labour and public questions. Helped in drafting 1923 rules. Has 
been frequently attacked by Larkin since his return from America.  
  
(40) Mullen, Michael                                       
Native of Arran Islands. Sometime teacher of Irish. Connected with Gaelic 
League and old Sinn Fein Party. Writer of Irish column in “Irish Worker” 
1912. Organiser of County Dublin farm workers 1913. Got term of 
imprisonment in that connection. Did registration work. Active in Ward 
politics. Has been an obstructionist in the union and in every party he was 
connected with. Member of union since 1912. Employed in Health Insurance 
Department from 1914 to 1919 when he left with Miss Larkin. Is strong 
supporter of Larkin. His name was put forward as candidate for General 
President in January 1923, but it was ruled out of order  
 

(41) O’Brien, William 
Tailor by trade. Employed up to September 1918 as Master Tailor North Dublin 
Union. Active in Labour movement for 25 years. Closely associated with 
Larkin from 1908, and co-operated with him in organising work. Consulted by 
Larkin on important matters affecting I.T.G.W.U. from its formation to 1914. 
Member Executive Dublin Trades Council 1909 to 1919, and President of it 
1914. Member Executive, Irish Labour Party from 1911 to present date. 
President Irish Trade Union Congress 1913 and 1918. Secretary Dublin Labour 
Party 1911 to 1915. Secretary Dublin Lock-Out Committee 1913. Associated 
with James Connolly in all his work from 1898 to 1916. Joined I.T.G.W.U. in 
January 1917 at request of Foran and other members. Elected Executive 
I.T.G.W.U. January 1918, and General Treasurer 1919, defeating P.T. Daly. 
Secretary Irish Labour Party 1918-1920, and Treasurer from 1920 to present 
date. Alderman Dublin Corporation since January 1920. Member Dail from 
June 1922 to August 1923. Continued as member of Tailors Society until it was 
merged in Union of Distributive Workers, and now member of that union as 
well I.T.G.W.U. Imprisoned for three months following Easter week 1916, and 
again in 1920, been released after hunger strike. Member Dublin Port & Docks 
Board, Irish Lights Board, General Council of County Councils. 
 
(42) O’Kelly, Joseph       
Clerk in head office of union since June 1920. Prior to that, was employed in 
solicitor’s office for about 18 years. From 1918 to 1920 J.J. Hughes acted as 
Secretary to the Executive Council. In1920 it was decided that William O’Brien 
(General Treasurer) should act in that capacity, and should select a confidential 
clerk to act under his instructions. O’Kelly was known to O’Brien since 1903, 
and on his recommendation, was appointed for this work, and was given a three 
years engagement, as he was leaving a post as clerk in charge of a solicitors 
office where he had employed for over 16 years. Since 1920 he has written the 
minutes of the Executive Council and is senior clerk in head office.  
  
(43) O’Kelly, Patrick                                    
Employed in union head office as clerk in wages movements department under 
the General President from 1918. Was civil servant in Land Commission and 
was dismissed for participation in 1916 insurrection. Reinstated in civil service 
in October 1923. Reported meeting held in Mansion House re health insurance 
in June 1919 at which Foran is reported as making statement re £7,500. He also 
reported (at Larkin’s request) the meeting held in La Scala Theatre June 3rd 
1923 at which Larkin launched his attack on the Executive Council O’Kelly left 
union on friendly terms with Executive Council, and if required, would be 
willing to give evidence as to reports of meetings referred to above,   
 
(44) O’Neill, John   
Secretary of Dublin No 1 Branch since 1912. Prior to that was active in union 
since its formation. Was interned for 8 months following Easter Week 1916. 
 
(45) O’Shannon, Cathal 
Connected with union from 1912 when he was employed in Belfast Branch 
under Connolly. Appointed Cork District Secretary of union in 1917 and later 



an organiser. In 1918 he was employed editor of “The Voice of 
Labour” (which then became the official organ of the union”) and continued in 
this post up to his election as T.D. in 1922. In March 1919 he was appointed 
assistant Secretary of the union. President, Irish Trade Union Congress, 1922. 
Irish representative to the International Socialist Congress at Berne in 1919. 
Defeated for Louth County at General Election. Is not now in employment of 
union.  
 
(46) O’Shea, John                                                                               
Junior clerk employed in head office from 1921 to 1923. Went back to head 
office after Larkin had taken possession in June 1923 and refused admittance 
to Executive Council. In consequence when the Executive Council resumed 
possession it was not thought desirable to have him at head office and he was 
instructed to work temporarily in the Health Insurance Department at Liberty 
Hall. He refused to do this, and was then dismissed. On Larkin’s instructions 
he remained on the premises, and with King occupied the room used as an 
office by Larkin up to November last. On the advice of Council they were 
allowed to remain but were ejected from the premises on 2nd November, and 
on the following day on presenting themselves, were told that they would not 
again be admitted. (See King Ciaran). 
 
(47) Partridge, William P.    
Organiser of union from 1912 to 1916 when he was sentenced to penal 
servitude for participation in Insurrection. He was released in bad health in 
1917 and died shortly after. A fitter by trade and member of Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers. Member Dublin Corporation. 
 
(48) Quinlan, Patrick L.  
An Irishman resident in U.S.A. where he was been active in Irish and labour 
movements. Did term of penal servitude for speech delivered during strike. 
Was associated with James Connolly during time latter was in U.S.A. and 
corresponded with William O’Brien for a number of years. Was written to by 
Larkin on August 18th 1914 re Larkin’s visit to U.S.A. Is editor of a socialist 
paper called “New Age” in U.S.A. Visited Dublin August 1922. 
 
 (49) Ryan, Thomas                                                       
Member of Executive Committee since 1920. Formerly worked in margarine 
factory in Waterford. Now an insurance agent in that city. 
 
(50) Sheppard, Michael. 
Up to 1916 was civil servant, and was dismissed for participation in the 
Insurrection. Employed in union head office as clerk in finance department 
from 1919 to 1922. Dismissed for refusing to audit books of a small branch on 
grounds that an auditor should be employed for that work. Acted temporarily 
as head of finance staff for some months in 1921 during absence of regular 
clerk in charge. An efficient clerk, but very cranky and quarrelsome. Has been 
in touch with Larkin since the latter’s arrival from America. Larkin told Foran 
a day or two after the former’s arrival from America that Sheppard had come 
to him (Larkin) in America and stated that he (Sheppard) had secured 

employment in the union head office for the purpose of smashing the union in 
the interest of the Sinn Fein movement. 
 
(51) Smyth, James 
Clerk in stationery department in union head office since 1918. Member of 
union since its foundation. Acted as one of the Auditors in old days. Signed 
1913 annual return to registrar. Worked in Merchants Warehouse Company 
with T. Foran for many years. 
 
(52) Stafford, Patrick 
Member of Executive Council but has been ill for almost 12 months and has 
not taken part in proceedings since actions commenced. Made affidavit 
approving of action by Executive Council and stating he was too ill to attend 
early proceedings in court. Is still too ill to attend. 
 
 
 
 

The above biographies were prepared for the I.T.G.W.U. legal team 
for the court case.  

It was, allegiately, compiled by Cathal O’Shannon. 


