
ITUC Annual Reports 1894 – 1900
The Irish Trade Union Congress was established in 1894. Copies of its annual reports for the period 
1894 to 1900 are available on microfilm in the National Library of Ireland. It is understood that the 
original copies are lost. Copies of the annual reports commencing 1901 are available on the ILHS 
website and on the site of the National Archives of Ireland.

The 1894 report covers the founding conference, held in Dublin on 27th and 28th April and also details
of a Labour Day demonstration held in Dublin on 6th May 1894. The report runs to 127 pages (almost 
50% of which are advertisements). The report lists all delegates from affiliated unions and trades 
councils, itemises legislative developments affecting workers. It contains a guide to Dublin and lists 
subscribers who provided financial support for the founding conference - £10 was provided by each 
of Lord Iveagh, Guinness, Phoenix Brewery and the Licenced Vintners Association. The report also 
contains a short history and activities of the United Trades Council and Labour League of Dublin 
which runs to 7 pages.

The 1895 report covers the conference held in Cork on 3rd to 5th June 1895. It gives a detailed report 
of the conference and debate on motions including the banquet held at the conclusion of the 
proceedings. It gives a list of delegates and runs to 43 pages. 

The 1896 report covers the conference held in Limerick on 25 th to 27th May 1896. It is the first report
containing  photographs,  some  of  which  are  damaged.  They  include  PJ  Tevernan  (Chair  of  the
Parliamentary  Committee),  John  Simmons  (Secretary),  James  Dalton  (President  Limerick  Trades
Council) and Richard Patrick O’Connor (Secretary Limerick Trades Council. The report gives a detailed
report of the conference and debate on motions including the banquet held at the conclusion of the
proceedings. It gives a list of delegates and runs to 60 pages. It also gives details of Labour meetings
held around the period of  the conference – in Ennis on 24 th May, Limerick on 25th May, railway
workers on 26th May, Corporation workers on 27th May and a meeting with Tralee Trades Council and
Tralee labourers on 28th May.



The 1897 report covers the conference held in Waterford on 6th to 9th June 1897. It gives a detailed 
report of the conference and debate on motions including a ‘great labour demonstration’ held on 6 th 
June 1897. It gives a list of delegates and runs to 64 pages. It contains photographs of the 
Parliamentary Committee for 1897 and photographs and biographical details of James McCarron, 
John Simmons, PJ Leo (president of the Waterford Trades Council) and George Walsh (Secretary 
Waterford Trades Council). There is also a photograph of the reception committee.

The 1898 report covers the conference held in Belfast on 30th and 31st May and 1st June 1898. It gives
a detailed report of the conference and debate on motions and a social function in the Exhibition 
Hall at the close of proceedings. It gives a list of delegates and runs to 66 pages. It contains 
photographs of Richard Wortley (President Belfast Trades Council) Alexander Taylor (Secretary Belfast
Trades Council and editor of the ‘Belfast Citizen’).



 

The 1899 report covers the conference held in Londonderry on 22nd to 24th May 1899. It lists 
delegates and under the heading ‘opinions of the press’ gives details of newspaper coverage of the 
conference proceedings from a range of local and national newspapers. The report includes 
photographs of James McCarron (President), Councillor WJ Leahy (Chair of the Parliamentary 
Committee), Hugh McManus (Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee) and Thomas Cassidy 
(Secretary Derry Trades Council and secretary of the Congress). The report runs to 66pages.

The 1900 report covers the conference held in Dublin City Hall on 4th to 6th June 1900. It gives a 
detailed report of the conference and debate on motions. It gives a list of delegates and includes 
photographs of the Parliamentary Committee for 1900 -01, the reception committee and George 
Leahy PLC.


