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This bibliography develops that which appeared in Francis Devine & John B. Sme-
thurst, Historical Directory of Trade Unions in Ireland, (Irish Labour History Socie-
ty/Working Class Movement Library, Dublin/Salford, 2017), pp.563-588. It pri-
marily features histories of Irish trade unions but also includes some histories of 
British-based unions operating in Ireland. Some make extensive reference to 
their Irish operation but most include only passing references. The main sources 
consulted here are the annual bibliographies contained in Saothar, Journal of the 
Irish Labour History Society. In addition, Saothar contained a retrospective bibli-
ography of Irish labour to 1960. Saothar no longer publishes bibliographies. For 
further detail, see Francis Devine, An Index to Saothar, Journal of the Irish Labour 
History Society, and Other ILHS Publications, 1973-2000, (ILHS, Dublin, 2000). 
Select bibliographies for the Labour Party and Communist Party of Ireland may 
be seen in Irish Archives, Journal of the Irish Society of Archives, Winter 2003-
2004, vol. 9, ns, p. 47 and 49-50.  
 

The six-volume British Historical Directory of Trade Unions was the blueprint for 
the Irish Directory. Publication details are: 
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