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~The Dublin Lock-Out, l-_;)l3-,:_ The Response of British Labour -
Jinlmy 'Sweenejf

Fhe story nf the 19.1 3 Dublin loek-out is well known.! As the foundmg stoné of the modem Insh
T labour movement it is legend, the inspirational base for song, story and dramatic works.? What is
not ‘often considered, however, is that the event was at the time a mgmflcant one for Bntlsh labour
at-all levels.? oo ' '
- The 1913 British Trades Union Congress (TUC) meetmg in Manchester from 1-6 September
pzmed an emergency resolution almost as a first item of business. Moved by the happemngsa

n ‘Bloody Sunday’ and impressed by the Dublin Trades Council (DTC) deputation of W.-P.
Parmdge Amalgamated Society of anmeels Thomas Lawler, Tailors” Society, and- Thomas-
MacPartlin, Chairman DTC, the TUC selected a delegation of six ‘to be sent to Dublin to address
meetings in favour of free speech the ught of organisation and free meetings, and to mqlure into
the allegations of police brutality’.®. The six, William Brace, M.P., Miners’ Federation, John Ward,
M.P., Navvies, and J. Jones, Gasworkers, elected by Congress, and Harry Gosling, Thames Water-
men and Ligl"ntermen’s‘Society, J. A. Seddon, Shop Assistants’ Society, and John Hill, Boiler-
makers, selected by the Parhamentary Committee, were 1mmedlately dlspatched and reported to
- Congress by telegram.”” =~ - - - -

The TUC-delegation reported.to the Parhamentary Commlttee on 23 September 191 'i,s_ubl__nit-
ting a full.account of their activities.® - '

The effect was an'instant appeal i_or funds:

| l)u:blin' Transport Workers Dispute.

APPEAL FOR FUNDS.

Tu the Qﬁie'ers i:.'ud’ Members of Aﬂi;’iamf Societies.

Gentlemen,~The Parliamentary Committec. held a special
meeting this morning for the purpose of receiving a report from
the delegates appointed by the Manchester Congress to_proceed to-
Dublin to, help” the Trade Unionists of that city to reassert the
rights of free speech and of organisation and free meeting, and to
. e inquire into ‘the-allegations of police brugalil)} towards the citizens
on Saturday and Sunday, the 30th and 3ist of August.

After giving due consideration to the report {(which is herewith
o) appended), the Parharnen(ary Committee decided to at once arrange
- - |- fora s}upload of provisions being sent to Dublin, and for this purpose
’ they have pledged the credit of the Trade Union movement to the -
) . .1« extent of 25,000 (or practically one-halfpenny per member of the
e societies- affiliated .fo- Congress), and to issue an immediate appeal
to the -unions for. funds in order, that the supply of provisions
for the men, their wives, and families may be continued as long as
| mecessary.

The Parliamentary Committee make a strong and urgent appeal o L
to’ all societies to respond generously, and invite the Executive
officers to brmg 1h|s pressing ¢ matter before their members without
delay.”. . .

(’“heques and: post’ office: ordcrs should be crossed, ‘and- made

: cv e . | - payable and forwarded ta Mr. C. W Bowcrman. General Bl.llldl.ll'l,
A .A]dwych an:lon, WC i ;

B e e e Qr_n_l:_;ehalf of the ];-’..--- ntary Co ~r..
' A ' J.A: SEDDON, Chairman. =~ -
. "  C.-W..BOWERMAN, Secratary. - | . C
- September 23rd, 1913, -0 - - - : . - L
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' What was the response to this appeal? The TUC described it as ¢ immediate, generous and full-
hearted’. In August 1914, the Parliamentary Committee issued a statement of accounts for the
Dublin Food Fund, (see back cover).” This document lists thirty six, double column pages of
conmbutors divided between union head, district or branch offices, pp. 7-29; trades councils and
political parties, pp. 29-33; and individual or miscellaneous. returns, pp. 33-43. A weekly break-
down of the Daily C'mzen appeal running from 27 September 1913 'to 21 May 1914, is also
included, p. 44. i '
- A total of £93,673~ 13 9% was recelved £61 698~ 15- 0% dlrect to the TUC £31 819 18-8%
- through the Daily Citizen, and, incongruously, £155 cash tor sales of empties and sacks’. Monies
_ were sent either directly to the DTC or paid to the Wholesale Co-operative Society (WCS) to buy
food, carried to Dublin on the famous food ships (see fable ). ‘£300 went on the ‘Women and
Children’s Relief Fund, per Countess de Markievitz (sic)’ and the wharfage, cartage and other
administrative expenses amounted to £1,294-1-8%.%

Dublin Strike Fund : -
Account of Dlshursement by the TUC Parhamentary Commlttee

By amounts paid to the Co-operative Wholesale By amounts paid to the Dublin Trades Councﬂ
Society for Food, etc. =~ . _ ' - ~
1913 L . 1913 e _ ]
October 10 5,098 19 107 - November 1 . 1,773 10 0
T, 18 - 2,367 2 8 I A ' 1,784 0 0
w T 22 2,892 18 1 s 11 ' 1,972 8 0
.y 29 2405 - 9 4 " 20 2,265 10 0~
" 29 - 372 10 0 : » 29 . - 2,626 16 0
November 5 4,164 13- 11 December 6 . 02,417 17 6
o - 7 ' 485 19° 10 " 12 © 2,232 8 6 ..
” 13 3,051 8 -2 s 20 2,097 5 0
” 22 5690 © 6 10 : . 24 . 2,597 5 0
" 29 . 2,867 .12 8 - 1914 ‘ :
December 10 7,106 13 10 Janvary - - 3 . 2,773 3 -0
. 13 2,257 - 12 0. o, - 10 ' 2,835 13 0
" 22 "9,009  § 9 .. February 27 800 ° 0 0
W - 29 - 763 17 8 ¢+ .March, 19 ' - 800 0 0
L 30 _ 1,728 12 .11 S 26 800 - 0 0
1914 g o CCApril 3 . .800 0 0
January' . 1 717 13 6 o 9 ' 400 0 0
” 12 3:2;: N 1§ > Total £28975 16 0
” 21 - 3,234 ‘13- 6
" 30 ‘1,725 73 5
. February 3 1,219 ° 13 7
Total £62,889 . 6 6

1

The role of the WCS is intefééﬁng, partiét‘lrlarly" when éonsidering' the post war labour conflict .
and General Strike in Brltam wherc the WCS was largely unused The. TUC on thJs occasion
quickly recognised their -debt: -

‘In addition to the sum of £1, 000 contrlbuted by the Dlrectors of the Wholesale Co-operative - .
Society, a very large and generous'measure of support was recewed from the co-operative move-
ment . .. 10
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New Mills Co -operative Society gave ‘two cases of chlldren s clogs and boots, women and girls’
“coats, boys’ suits, caps and overcoats’. The United Co-operative Baking Society ‘of Glasgow sup-
plied 900 loaves per week for several weeks; the WCS gave ‘some tons of biscuits’; and the WCS
staff ralsed a special fund ‘in order that a large quantity of toys and some hundredweights of
oranges sweets, etc., mlght be sent to Dublm for the chlldren s entertamment at Chrlstmas time’.
The TUC report continued:

‘It must be obvious that without the co-operation of the Wholesale Co-operative Society it would not
have been possible for the Parliamentary Committee . . . to have carried out the task . . . of sending a
food-ship to Dublin within . .. two or three days.’ J '

Although not stated in a pohtlcal manner surcly thc TUC had leamed an 1mp0rtant tactlca]
lesson: '

5
3

. it is earnestly to be hoped that the Trade Union and Co-operative Movements will not lose sight of
the valuable object-lesson which the creation and disbursement of the Dublin Food Fund has provided as
to the real and solid strength whl(.h the combined movement can exercise in the interests of the
workers ., " 11

The reality was to be dlfferent The British leadershlp, no less than at later periods, was equwocal
Larkin’s blundering attacks at the TUC Special Conference and elsewhere did not help, but per-
haps provided convenient cover for a cautious,‘conservative-]eadership, fearful of growing rank and
file demands for further support action for Dublin. In this context the whole Food Fund might
not be the victory for solidarity that it appears for, as Greaves suggests, . . . the splendid solidar-
~ ity movement was sidetracked into a campaign to send foodships-to Dublin. As an adjunct to a
sympathetic -strike movement or boycott this would have been admirable. It was to be a substi-
tute’.’> The assessment of the British attitudes is described elsewhere, but though ‘the leaders
grudged’, the rank and file certainly did not and ‘there was no mistaking the intense class feeling
which. brought pennies and sixpences from remote villages in Yorkshire and South Wales into the
Dublin relief fund’.'* A typical page of the Statement of Accounts illustrates the diversity in geo-
graphic and industrial terms of .the response.

- £ s d £ s d.
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain N.U.R., Walthamstow Branch ..........c....... 05 0
(14 weekly grants) ... 14 00 Calvanised Hollowware Association ..... 220
Blastfurnacemen’s Federation .... 00 Operative Brlcklayer-e, Small Heath Branch 110 0
Ships' Stewards, National 1nion . 00 N.S. & F.U., Green Home Branch ............ 076
- Stevedores' Protection League ............. 00 U.0. General Labourers, No. 2- Branch . 012 0
Watermen, Lightermen, and Bargomens ' ‘Uniteqd Patternmakers’ Soclety [ 20 0 0
So0IetY . 100 0 0 N.U. Dock Labourers ...i.......ccceeeceimneninnns 500 0 0
Printers’ Warehousemen and Cutters, per . L. & P. Union of Licensed Vehicle Workers 15 0 0
A, Evans i 010 6 N.UG. Stove Grate Workers ...... . 1017 0
Municipal Emplevés’ Association . .. 25 0 0 - Printers’ Warehousemen and Cutters, per
Miners’ Association, Cheapside .............. 100 A, Evans o, 1210 0
N.A. Labourers’ Union of Great Britain.. 5 0 0 Harrison & Sons, Machine and Warehouse
Boilermakers, Barrow-in-Furness No. Departments ... L
Branch ..o e 5 0 0 _ National Union of Rall\\.a\mn reeeraenennns 20000 0
Gold, Silver, and Kindred Trades (coll.)... 2 06 General Union of Textile Workers............ 25 00
N.U. C Paddington Branch ... 010 0 Do., meeting at Slaithwaite, per Allan Gee 210 1
Printers’ Warehousemen and Cutters, St. Amalgamated Toolmakers’ Society ...... 50 0 0
Albans (eoll) e 3 69 Labour Protection League, South Slde 1 20
London and Provincial Licensed Veh:cle. Darling and Sons, Composing Department 110 6
WOTKETS wovviiiiiiiiesiesccevasaiiie e s 1000 0 Shop Assistants, Newcastle-on-Tyne ...... T 2176
N.U.D.L., Warrington Branch .............. 116 0 Mersey Quay and Railway Carters’ Umon 500 0 0°
Ships’ Stewards’ Union, Victualling dept., . G.U.C. & J., Stockport Branch ...... 5 0.0
. 85, “ Megantlc ............................... . 211 6 Shop ASSIbtﬂI’ItS' Ul’]lOI'I, Leeds Branch 010 O
Life Assurance Agents, Oldham: Branch.. '1 1 0 Nottingham Typographical Saclety veiieee. 100
Cigar Makers' Assn. (16 weekly grants) 80 0 0 N.U. Dock Labourers, Bootle ........... ‘10 0 0
Shop Assistants’ Union, Paternoster’ Branch 1 0 0 ' Navvies’ Union, Bamford Branch . 016 0
Nelson Weavers” Association c..voveeees 2000 0 Steel and Jron Workers' Society . 0 0 0
Derbyshire Miners’- Association ............... 5 0 0  South "Wales Miners’ Federation .... 100 0 0
Employés of C. Mitchell, West Harding St. 09 0 Cleveland and Durham Blagtfurnacemen s
T. Hollows ...cveeeiviinninnnes UTTTUURUUT 026 - Association .. 50 0 0
Lanarkshire Miners’ County Union ........ 100 0 O Typograph:ml Assn., Plymouth' Branch... -018 0
Operative Printers and Assistants’ Society 20 0 0 ‘Journeymen Furriers' Society ... 200
Amalgamated Musicians’ Union ............... .15 0 0. -Electrotypers and Stereotypers’ Soc;ety, -y
Upper Mersey Watermen’s Society ......... 10 0 0 . London Branch ... 5 00
Scottish Shale Miners’ Society ......... o 10 0 0. “Daily Mirror,” Comp(}sm%‘ Depart-ment- 500
South Wales Miners’ Federation ........... 5 00 Dockers Lmon E. 8 Brane 076
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Other ‘contributions mdlcate the vanety of efforts made to collect funds and some of the more :
unusual or unpredicatable sources. The Bethonia Congrebatmnal Church, Ogmore Vale, £1-2s.;
Hope Sunday School, Young Men’s Class, lSs Rawtenstall Umtanan Chapel, 4s.; Three Cathollc
Societies in Denny, £5; and Wesleyan Reform Local Prea{,her Js..are cxamplcs of re]:,g,lou.s bodles
sending monies. A concert was held by W.C.G. in Wellmgborough 16s.6d.; a Shamrock ]_)ay in
Blackburn raised -£43-12-7d.; Mrs. Lambert sold Larkin’s photo at Canning Town Public Hall,

£2-15s.; Mrs.. Mosforth sold cut flowers from her garden to raise a second £1 donation in Sheffield; ‘
and at Scunthorpe a football match mvolvmg the officers- of the; Scunthorpc Lodge of the l:astem X

~Midland District NFBO & KT produced £3-3s. Rochdale had an active Dublin Relief Com-

mittee and the Brown Cow Inn ‘Boys of Unity” did their bit, 7s.6d. Collections at. factory gates
and among work pcople were very common. £5-7-9d. was collected at the gates of Vickers Limited,

~ Barrow, on behalf of the NUL by S. Lowry; J. Mulcalry, Mrs. R. Mills and Miss Weaver, while the

MCC Limited, Sunbeam Works gave a breakdown of the £5-15s they donated: Toolroom (night),

'16s.6d.; Toolroom (day), 22s.3d.; Repair Shop,'17s.10d.; Body Shop, 15s.8d.; New Machine Shop

(night), 14s.; Old Machine Shop (day), 125.9d.; New View Room, 3s.; Millers, 3s5.9d.; Capstans, 5s.;
Cylinder Section, 4s.3d. Pearl Life Assurance workers, local government, -white. collar and public .

service workers are perhaps slightly unexpected, but none could surpass the ‘Schoolmaster’ effort |

organised by Sir J. H. Yoxall, M.P., which raised hundreds of pounds. Some of the anonymous and
smaller donations are amusing: a ‘few nuts’, Lawley St. station, Birmingham, 8s.; Order of Sons of
Temperance, Sussex Division, 8s.6d.; Carrfield Warehouse Catchpenny Club, 35.6d.; the frequent
forwarding of ‘Mental Dynamite for Murphy’; and the 88 years Chartist’s 2s. :

Motivated by politics, christian concern for the suffering or a deep sense of trade union sohdar-
ity, all the various factors merge into an impression of enormous commitment. It was valuable
support for Dublin and wl)j_ist not gaining victory, it helped avoid defeat. Moran, assessing British -
responses to 1913, concluded that ‘while trade union militants failed to build a common pro- -
gramme of support for beseiged Dublin, conservative-trade unionists hesitated to escalate-a conflict -
led by people they felt to be hothe\ads and revolutionary extremists. In such a situation, delay lead
to disunity, and finally disillusion set in.** Typically, however, Connolly summarises the class

" lessons of the event, highlighted in the packed columns of listed contributions, th‘e'factt)ry gate

collections, shop stewards’ speeches and explanations, band concerts, individual efforts at flower
sales or a few pints taking a serious mood, alleging that ‘in its attltude towards Dublm the Working
Class Movement of Great Britain reached its. h]ghcst point of moral grandeur — attained for a
moment to. a realisation of that sublime: unity towards which the best in us must contmually
asplre IS As testimony to this the Dublin Food Fund is an impressive and movmg document.
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